
Democracy

IV. LongAnswerTypeQuestions:

Q1.Whatarethekeyelementsofademocracy?

Ans.1:-Thekeyelementsofademocracyareasfollows:

(i) FormalEquality:-

(a)Equalityisthepre-conditionthatensuresjusticeforallthepeople

ofasocietyorcountry.

(b)Indemocracy,everybodyisgivenanequalstatus.

(c)Nodiscriminationisdoneonthebasisofcaste,religion,colour,

race,etc.

(ii) UniversalAdultFranchise:-

(a)Itisanessentialfeatureofademocracy.

(b)Itmeansthatalladultsinthecountryhavethepowertovote.

(c)Nogovernmentcanclaim itselftobeademocraticgovernment

withoutallowingalleligibleadultstovote.

(iii) Elections:-

(a)Regularelectionsareanessentialfeatureofdemocracy.

(b)TheelectioncommissionofIndiaisanautonomousconstitutional

authoritywhichconductselectionsinIndia.

(c)Electionsareheldatperiodicintervalsaftereveryfiveyears.

(iv) PoliticalParties:-

(a)Apoliticalpartyisanorganisationofpeoplewhohavesimilarviews

orasetofbeliefsonpoliticalissues.

(b)Theyaim tocontestandwinelectionsandcapturepoliticalpower

sothattheycanform agovernment.

(c)Towintheelections,politicalpartiesneedtowinthesupportofthe

people.



(v) CoalitionGovernment:-

(a)Ifnosinglepartywinsaclearmajority,twoormorepartiesmayjoin

togethertoobtainmajority.

(b)Thatis,theircollectivestrengthintheassemblywouldprovidethe

requiredmajoritytoform agovernment.

(c)Thistypeofgovernmentiscalledacoalitiongovernment.

Q2.Whatistheroleofelectionsinademocracy?Explain.

Ans.2:-

(i) Regularelectionsareanessentialfeatureofdemocracy.

(ii) TheelectioncommissionofIndiaisanautonomousconstitutional

authoritywhichconductselectionsinIndia.

(iii) Electionsareheldatperiodicintervalsaftereveryfiveyears.

(iv) Throughvotinginelections,peopleelectleaderstorepresentthem

whoform thegovernment.

(v) Regularelectionsrestrictthepowerofthegovernmentandincrease

people’sparticipationinademocracy.

Q3.Discusstheroleofpoliticalpartiesasademocraticinstitution.

Ans.3:-

(i) Apoliticalpartyisanorganisationofpeoplewhohavesimilarviewsor

asetofbeliefsonpoliticalissues.

(ii) Theyaim tocontestandwinelectionsandcapturepoliticalpowerso

thattheycanform agovernment.

(iii) Towintheelections,politicalpartiesneedtowinthesupportofthe

people.

(iv) Ifanypartywinsmorethanhalfoftheseatsinthelegislature,itcan

form agovernment.

(v) Thepartythatformsthegovernmentiscalledtherulingpartyand



otherpartiesareknownastheoppositionparties.

V. Matchthefollowing:

ColumnA ColumnB

1.Monarchy

2.Democracy

3.RegularElections

4.OriginofDemocracy

5.PoliticalParty

1.RoyalFamily

2.Equality

3.FeatureofDemocracy

4.AncientGreece

5.Peoplewithsimilarviewson

politicalissues


